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Hiroshi Hara* & Cheng-yih Wu** : A new species of 
Galium (Rubiaceae) from Yunnan, China 

M H* • lEii**: fit 11011 a ? 9JS (T iJ ^f4) O 1 iffi 

The Sino-Japanese Botanical Expedition to China in collaboration between 
the University of Tokyo and Kunming Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica was 
carried out in August 1984 in Yangbi County and Dali Prefecture of Yunnan 
Province. The details of our Expedition will be published separately soon by 
Prof. K. Iwatsuki. Our Expedition was sponsored by the Japan Society for Pro¬ 
motion of Sciences and Academia Sinica. 

In the collection of our Expedition, we recognized a new species of the 
genus Galium (Rubiaceae). Subsequent studies in Tokyo and Kunming confirm 
that the species is widely distributed in Yunnan Province. 

Galium yunnanense Hara et C. Y. Wu, sp. nov. (Fig. 1) 

Perennis, rhizomatis tenuis, repentibus. Caules suberecti vel diffusi, 15-90 
cm longi, quadrangulares, glabri vel inferne pilis rigidis patentibus vel retrorsis 
adspersi, ad nodo saepe barbati. Folia semper 4-nata, elliptica — oblonga, vel 
lanceolata, 1-5 cm longa 3-15 mm lata, apice acuta vel mucronulata, basi late 
cuneata, subsessilia vel breviter petiolata, a basi distincte 3-nervia, supra parce 
minute asperata, subtus glandulosi-punctata et minute striolata, ad nervos 
ascendente hispidula, margine subglabra vel antrorse hispidula. Inflorescentiae 
terminales vel in axilles foliorum superiorum, diffusae. Pedicelli divaricati, 2-7 
mm longi, glabri, interdum ebracteati. Flores albi, 2-2.5 mm in diametro. 
Corolla rotata; lobi 4, ovati, subacuti, 3-nerves. Ovarium 0.5 mm longum, 
utrinque pilis albis crassis curvatis dense obtectum. Fructus binus, 2 mm in 
diametro, 1-1.3 mm longus, pilis albis rigidis patentibus apice hamatis, ad 0.8 mm 
longis obtectus. 

Typus: China, Yunnan: along Yangbi river, Ping-Pou (^p^), Yangbi (iJ| 
W) County, alt. 1390-1450 m (K. Iwatsuki, H. Hara, S. Kurosawa, H. Ohashi, 
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Fig. 1. Galium yunnanense Hara et C. Y. Wu. Isotype (no. 216, TI) 
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S. Mitsuta, M. Zang, S. K. Wu, X. Cheng, K. Y. Guan & Y. Fei, no. 216, Aug. 
22, 1984, holotype in KUN; isotype in TI). 

Specimens examined. 

China. Yunnan: Zhongshan, Yangbi County, 2400-2500m (K. Iwatsuki et 
al., nos. 266 & 948, Aug. 24, 1984, KUN, TI) ; Kunming (C.Y. Wu no. R.N. 

5266, Sep. 26, 1943, KUN) ; near Gingdian, Kunming, 2000 m (J. Murata & F. 

Yamazaki, no. 8729, Oct. 9, 1979, TI) ; Muli—Wei-tung, Liou-ho, 1330 m (S.K. 

Wu, no. 3651, Nov. 1, 1959, KUN) ; Dali to Likiang (C.Y. Wu & T.Y. Liu, no. 

21570, Sep. 1942, KUN); Binchuan, Jizu Shan (W. C. Wu, C.Y. Yang & C.Y. 
Wu, no. RN 5270, Sep. 18, 1938, KUN) ; Yunnanfu (B. Hayata, Jul. 1917, fl. 
white, TI). 

This new species having 4-nate and 3-veined leaves is somewhat inter¬ 
mediate between Galium elegans Wall, and G. asperuloides Edgew. subsp. 
Hoffmeisteri (Klotz.) Hara. It resembles G. elegans in having distinctly 3- 
nerved leaves which are always 4 in a whorl, and gland-punctate beneath, and 
stems in the lower part sparsely hirsute with long spreading or recurved hairs, 
but it is clearly distinguished from the latter by more pointed leaves which 
are not blackened when dried, white flowers, and often more diffuse inflores¬ 
cences. Also this species clearly differs from G. asperuloides subsp. Hoffmeisteri 
by distinctly 3-veined leaves which are always 4 in a whorl, gland-dotted beneath 
and not blackened when dried, stems hairy in the lower part with long spreading 
or recurved hairs, and often more loose and divaricate inflorescences. 

It can be confused also with G. boreale L., but the latter has always erect stems 
without long stiff hairs, narrow leaves with an obtuse tip and without glandular 
dots beneath, and compact inflorescences. 

But Galium elegans var. angustifolium Cufod. and var. nemorosum Cufod. 
from Yunnan may probably be included in this species, judging from their 
brief diagnoses. 

* * * * 

1984^8 n, & b 

im*, 

Galium elegans Jrfrib ^ K0i%tb 

Lr^m-fZo v 

friz fc < ## lx i'2) t h&W bfrKtg o tc 0 


— 12 



